


MISSION
IRON RANGE TODAY IS AN INDEPENDENT, RELIABLE AND COMMUNITY-FOCUSED

NONPROFIT NEWS SOURCE THAT PROVIDES ESSENTIAL AND THOUGHTFUL

COVERAGE OF THE ISSUES AND PEOPLE OF THE IRON RANGE AND GREATER

MINNESOTA.

WHAT WE’RE ABOUT
IRON RANGE TODAY IS AN INDEPENDENT, 501(C)(3) NONPROFIT NEWSROOM

THAT PRODUCES THOUGHTFUL, IN-DEPTH AND COMMUNITY JOURNALISM FROM

THE IRON RANGE AND GREATER MINNESOTA ABOUT THE REGION’S CULTURE,

PEOPLE, POLITICS, ECONOMY AND CIVIC AFFAIRS.

IRON RANGE TODAY AIMS TO HIGHLIGHT AND INFORM READERS ON THE

ISSUES THEY FACE, GOING DEEPER THAN THE HEADLINES AND SOUND BYTES

TO ENGAGE ON HOW THE IRON RANGE AND ITS FUTURE ARE SHAPED BY THESE

ISSUES.



Our Board and Writers

Jerry is a founding
member of Iron Range
Today and chairs the
Founding Board. He’s
the lead writer,
content producer and
IT department.

Leah is a founding
member and
treasurer. She’s
behind the scenes
fine-tuning our
operations and aiding
in planning.

Jerry Burnes Leah Ryan Mitzi Moe
Mitzi is a retired
former newspaper
publisher in North
Dakota, with decades in
the industry. She
currently resides in
Hoyt Lakes.

Tiffany is a freelance
writer who worked on
our first Range
Makers story. She has
previous experience
with Mpls. St.Paul
Magazine and other
publications.

Tiffany Lukk

Joined in 2026!



Officially Recognized 
as a 501c3 nonprofit!

Joined membership of 
Laurentian Chamber!

Launched our first-ever
fundraising drive!

A new home office!
It has windows!

2025 was a banner year
(Dad pun activated)

What’s all this light about??



2025 Grants

Capitalized on a $40,000 grant from Press Forward Minnesota
to build out our foundation, technology and training

to become a modern nonprofit digital newsroom.

Founding Member Drive

In November we kicked
off our first-ever

fundraising effort. We
raised $1,151 in 2025
through 14 donors. 

Thank you so much for
your support of local

independent journalism!

Thank you to our donors!

Nikki Burnes

Tyler Nesset

Meg Martin

Travis Tufte

Jeff Schroeder

Karen Hunt

Mary McReynolds

Dan Cooper

Robert E Weiss

John Arbogast

Jeffery Anderson

Etienne Coetzee

Kurt Koestler

Edward Bonach



Equipment/Tech

Marketing Subscriptions Pay Travel Misc.

How we spent money in 2025
Total: $35,538

Total Raised: $41,151
Grants (97.3%); Donations (2.7%)

Pay includes freelancer wage
and fiscal sponsor fee due from

2025 grant. Iron Range Today Board
members are not compensated.



We also did some journalism

133% increase in readers from 2024

2 long form stories on mining & community dynamic

1  place from MNSPJ for 2024 flood coveragest

The first two stories of

Range Makers will be

launching in 2026. An

ongoing feature series

on the people making the

range area home, and

advancing our

communities.

Top Stories of 2025

https://ironrangetoday.com/2025/05/02/iron-range-on-the-ropes-mining-and-school-layoffs-test-the-regions-resiliency-again/
https://ironrangetoday.com/2025/10/06/the-ghosts-of-iron-range-mine-closures-arent-resting-yet/
https://ironrangetoday.com/?s=CHris+Chad
https://ironrangetoday.com/2025/02/03/rock-ridge-hired-a-recent-graduate-to-coach-dance-a-racist-video-from-her-past-reignited-diversity-tensions/


Expand coverage of local cities & schools

Host local forums ahead of 2026 election

Invest & evolve as a forward-looking newsroom

keep Developing fundraising and marketing

Finalize the Iron Range Today Advisory Council



Our Goals for 2026

Plan more! Because we can’t clone.
Develop a strategic plan. Story
series. A (Better) Publishing
schedule. New Content. 

Settle on one of the too-many
ideas for a podcast. Then actually
do it. 

Speaking of planning. Develop
more social media content. 

Create partnerships in our local
communities on new projects.



We’re in the
process of
finalizing

sponsorship &
advertising

opportunities! 
More info
coming!

Help Iron Range Today Grow

Subscribe to our Free substack newsletter.
Follow us on social media. @IronrangeToday

www.ironrangetoday.com/donate

If you’re interested in partnering or becoming involved 
with Iron Range Today, contact Jerry at

jburnes@ironrangetoday.com. 

Thanks for your
support!

Newspaper 
& Ira Glass

Iron Range Today mascots


